
Gallbladder

RUQ / Epigastric pain
• Post-prandial
• colicky
• Positive murphy
• Dark urine, white stools

Orders
• LFTs & Imaging (ultrasound)
• Lipase (don’t miss pancreatitis)

Cholecystitis

• Low - observe
• High – Lap Chole
• Intermediate - HIDA

Estimate pre-test probability
Tip: LFTs and initial imaging should 
tell the same story. If one is normal 

and other is not, this is likely 

intermediate pre-test probability.

Cholangitis / Fever
• Charcot's triad

• Fever, RUQ, jaundice
• 70% will have all three

• Reynolds Pentad
• + AMS, sepsis/hypotension

Choledocholithiasis

• Low - observe
• High – ERCP
• Intermediate - MRCP

If both suspected, then two options:
• Lap chole with IOC
• First MRCP/ERCP, then surgery
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